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Somalia

Clashes continued in Buloburde, Hiiraan (central Somalia) on 31 January, with Al
Shabaab shelling an SNA military base, in contrast to earlier attacks in the week that
involved direct clashes using small and heavy weapons and resulted in the death of
over 60 Somali soldiers. Meanwhile, the Somali Army claimed over 70 Al Shabaab
fighters were killed, with the Presidential Envoy for regional military affairs, Ali Jeyte,
stating that foreign fighters were among the dead. This claim remains unverified and
may have been intended to influence public sentiment and strengthen resistance
against Al Shabaab. SNA also claimed to have driven Al Shabaab out of Jicibow , a key
stronghold of the group in Hiiraan. 

On 1 February, Al Shabaab activity shifted to southern Somalia, particularly South West
State. The group claimed responsibility for a raid on a military base at Wajid Airport in
Bakool, reportedly forcing a landing aircraft to take off again. In a separate attack, Al
Shabaab targeted an SNA patrol with an improvised explosive device (IED), killing one
soldier and injuring four others.

On 3 February, Al Shabaab carried out an explosion targeting the mayor of four
neighbourhoods in Bardale, wounding him. The same day, Al-Kataib released footage
of an attack in Goofgaduud Buurey, southern Somalia.

Overview

Al Shabaab Activity 

Between 31 January and 3 February, Al Shabaab intensified attacks in Somalia and
Kenya, with clashes in Buloburde, Hiiraan, where militants shelled a SNA base. The
Somali Army claimed to have killed over 70 Al Shabaab fighters and driven them out of
Jicibow, while in South West State, the group raided Wajid Airport, targeted an SNA
patrol with an IED, and wounded a mayor in Bardale. In Kenya, Al Shabaab kidnapped
five elders and claimed an attack on a military convoy in Mandera, allegedly destroying
a BMP armoured vehicle.

ISIS activity declined in Puntland, as US and UAE airstrikes targeted its Cal Miskaad
hideouts, with reports indicating the elimination of three ISIS leaders. A former Al
Shabaab member turned ISIS commander surrendered, while Puntland forces
intercepted a weapons shipment from Yemen. In Yemen, AQAP focused on
propaganda, reacting to the killing of a senior Hurras al-Din operative and praising the
killers of Salwan Momika, while Houthi clashes with Legitimate Forces in Al-Dhale and
Taiz.



The video showed Al Shabaab ambushing a group of individuals in possession of
military equipment. It remains unclear whether they were SNA personnel or armed
clan members, as they wore civilian clothing and had no visible insignia. The footage
indicates that Al Shabaab still retains the capabilities in the region despite previous
SNA offensives aimed at expelling the group.

From 31 January to 3 February, Jubbaland State, Somalia, experienced a period of
relative calm with no reported attacks. However, its special forces carried out an
operation in New Kismayo, resulting in the deaths of two Al Shabaab militants and the
capture of another.

Kenya 

On 3 February, Al Shabaab kidnapped five elders, all holding senior local positions,
including regional chairpersons and the mayor of Wargaduud East Division. The
abduction occurred between Wargaduud and Ceelwaaq at approximately 07:40 hours.
Kenyan authorities have established a task force to secure their release. At the same
day, Al Shabaab announced an attack on a Kenyan military convoy in Mandera,
northern Kenya. The group claimed a BMP armoured vehicle was destroyed, resulting
in the deaths of all soldiers on board.
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Al Shabaab militant ambushing SNA forces in Goofgaduud Buurey
Source: al kataib



intel-briefs@seahawkintel.com www.seahawkintel.com 3

ISIS activity declined between 31 January and 3 February, as Puntland Forces carried
out a series of operations, supported by foreign allies, with the US and UAE conducting
airstrikes on ISIS hideouts in the Cal Miskaad Mountains. The most significant strike was
launched by the US on 1 February, an operation that drew direct comments from
former US President Donald Trump, though the outcome remains uncertain, it is
believed that around 48 militants were killed. According to Brigadier General Ahmed
Sheikh, a former senior commander in the Somali Army, the airstrikes are believed to
have killed three ISIS leaders an Iraqi national identified as a senior attack planner, an
Omani national serving as a deputy attack planner, and a Somali senior leader though
these claims remain unverified.

Alongside the airstrikes, Abdirahman Shirwac Aw Siciid Lahoor, a former Al Shabaab
member who later became an ISIS commander, surrendered to Puntland Armed
Forces on Monday, having been responsible for multiple attacks in Puntland, including
the 2022 Bosaso bombing. Puntland Forces were not limited to ground operations and
airstrikes, as they also increased their naval presence in Bari, leading to the interception
of a boat carrying weapons and military uniforms from Yemen, with its intended
destination still unclear, though there are suspicions it was headed for ISIS.

Beyond military operations, Puntland authorities deported around 600 Ethiopian
nationals, citing concerns that they could be targeted for recruitment by ISIS and Al
Shabaab, further indicating that counterterrorism efforts have not been restricted to
direct combat but also include preventive measures to curb extremist influence in the
region.

ISis Somalia activity in Puntland

Unclassified footage showing US airstrikes on ISIS targets in Puntland on 1 February 2025, reportedly

eliminating around 48 militants

Source: US Government



Al Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula’s (AQAP) activity during this period has primarily
involved issuing statements regarding the killing of Muhammed Salah, a senior
operative of Hurras al-Din, who was targeted in a precision airstrike in Syria, as well as
congratulating those responsible for the killing of Salwan Momika in Sweden.
Operationally, AQAP has carried out only a single sniper attack on Shabwa Force at the
Al-Baqira site, indicating a decline in the number of attacks.

Meanwhile, the Houthis continue to engage in clashes with Legitimate Forces, with
reports of confrontations in Al-Dhale and Taiz, resulting in casualties on both sides.
According to Defense Line, a Yemeni think tank specialising in military affairs, the
Houthis have transferred advanced weapons and surveillance systems to Al-Hawban,
an area under their control northeast of Taiz, raising concerns over a potential
escalation.
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Al Qaeda and Houthi Activity in Yemen 

AQAP Sniper attack on Shabwa Forces in Al BAqira Site 

Source: ansar al sharia
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